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29 August 2023 

 
Preferred runway alignment released for proposed Central Otago Airport   

 

Christchurch Airport has released Unlocking Potential: Central Otago’s runway to future-focussed 

aviation which outlines the latest information on the exploration of a potential airport near Tarras.  

 

The company is exploring the potential for a new regional airport to ease well-known air capacity 

constraints in the Central Otago region. The report released today outlines the need for increased air 

capacity, the preferred runway alignment and length, information on the environment around our 

site and contains analysis on the impact an airport could have on the land transport network – and 

the implications of not building additional air capacity.  

 

The airport’s Chief Executive Justin Watson says the project is focussed on laying the groundwork for 

a good decision on the future of the project – whether an airport is built or not.  

 

“We believe this is worth exploring. Our team has been working with experts to understand what 

the region might need in 20, 30 or 40 years and how a new Central Otago airport could support the 

social and economic wellbeing of the region,” he says.  

 

“We know people in Central Otago are passionate about their place in the world and what happens 

to it. Its economy depends on the efficient movement of people and products, and while we’re not 

making decisions yet, we are making sure we fully understand the impact of the options both now 

and for future generations.”  

 

The airport’s Chief Strategy and Stakeholder Officer Michael Singleton says demand for air 

connectivity to and from Central Otago is likely to far exceed the region’s current capacity over the 

next 30 years. 

 

“This could result in the region spilling more passengers than it serves by 2040. Increasing capacity at 

existing infrastructure will only move the problem out a few years. This is likely to have a far greater 

impact on residents, as visitors are more likely to book earlier and pay higher fares,” he says. 

 

“Demand for travel to and from Central Otago will continue to grow even if air capacity is 

constrained. Doing nothing about air capacity constraints will simply cause congestion and inefficient 

travel patterns. 

 

“If we do nothing, there could be between two and three people vying for every available seat to 

and from the region by 2050.” 



 

 

 
Expert analysis has led to a preferred runway alignment and a realistic range of runway lengths.  

 

“A runway aligned to the Lindis Valley and Lake Dunstan stood out for its safety, operational 

efficiency and having a lesser noise impact on the communities in Central Otago. The alignment also 

provides greater flexibility for aircraft types, which is particularly important to enabling the next 

generation of low emissions,” Mr Singleton says. 

 

“Runway length is a key enabler for regional growth, connectivity, resilience and prosperity over the 

long term. This is why we spent time understanding the range of runway lengths realistically 

achievable on the site.  

 

“Based on the information we’ve seen so far, a runway between 2,200 and 2,600 metres is likely to 

be feasible on the site and would provide Central Otago with infrastructure fit for a low carbon 

future. 

 

“We now have a good idea of the size of the opportunity. Our focus is now sharpening and 

deepening as we build on this solid base of data and expert analysis.”  

 

The project team will be in Central Otago to talk with people about the findings in the report. For 

more information visit centralotagoairport.co.nz. 
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Additional materials 

Images, videos and other material related to the release are available in this media kit. 

 

Background  

 

Christchurch Airport opened in 1940 and is New Zealand’s oldest commercial airport.  

 

It takes an intergenerational approach to business – operating with foresight to 

champion Te Waipounamu (the South Island) and Aotearoa (New Zealand) for today and 

tomorrow. 

 

One of New Zealand's fastest growing areas, Central Otago’s existing airport 

infrastructure won't meet its future needs. Christchurch Airport is the only organisation 

to fully explore the opportunity to deliver a new regional airport to resolve the 

constraint. 

 

Its nearly 800-hectare site at Tarras is accessible to multiple regions and large enough 

to meet their aviation needs for the next 50+ years while meeting New Zealand's Net 

Zero 2050 goal.  

 

Christchurch Airport is a global leader in decarbonisation. It was first in the world to 

reach the top of the Airport Council International’s airport carbon accreditation scheme 

https://greatscottpr-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/sharedfiles_greatpr_co_nz/Et51kpiVF2pDvUwx8-OIdp8B6bCPdj735-XI985HK_C3Gg?e=oAHzha
https://www.christchurchairport.co.nz/about-us/who-we-are/media/2020/christchurch-airport-gains-world-first-recognition/


 

 

and has permanently removed 90% of its Scope 1 and 2 carbon emissions (compared to 

2015 baseline levels).  

 

Abating the airport’s Scope 3 emissions (particularly those generated by flights) is now a 

core focus. Major projects include a 400-hectare renewable energy precinct, Kōwhai Park 

and The Hydrogen Consortium to design a green hydrogen ecosystem for aviation  

 

Visit christchurchairport.co.nz or centralotagoairport.co.nz for more information. 

https://www.christchurchairport.co.nz/about-us/sustainability/kowhai-park/
https://www.christchurchairport.co.nz/about-us/sustainability/green-hydrogen/
https://www.christchurchairport.co.nz/
https://www.centralotagoairport.co.nz/

